The effects of adherent cells on measurement of the hyper-responsiveness of rheumatoid B lymphocytes to Epstein-Barr virus.
Rheumatoid peripheral blood mononuclear cells show an increased responsiveness to superinfection with Epstein-Barr virus (EBV). We have investigated the role of adherent cells in this hyperresponsiveness using two different methods of adherent cell depletion. Depletion of adherent cells from both rheumatoid and normal mononuclear cells, using either dextran bead columns or plastic petri dishes, produced inconsistent changes in the response of autologous non-adherent cells to EBV. The addition of supernatants of cultured rheumatoid adherent cells also produced an inconsistent change in response although normal adherent cell supernatants increased the responsiveness of autologous non-adherent cells to EBV. The inconsistencies observed are discussed with respect to adherent cell subpopulations present in rheumatoid and normal peripheral blood mononuclear cell preparations when using recognized methods of adherent cell depletion.